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DRAFT MINUTES OF A FORUM & STEERING GROUP MEETING  

held in the Gerston Chapel Hall, Torquay Road, Paignton 
at 6:30pm Thursday 28 March 2019 

 
www.paigntonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk                               www.torbay.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning 
 
 
In Attendance:  
Jim Bonfield, Pam Bristow, Roger Bristow, Michael Clack, Peter Collis, Ian Curror, John Gibson, Alan 
Hill, Helen Kummer, Maggie Loates, Leaf Lovejoy,  Jean Morris, Sam Moss, David Pickhaver, Mike 
Parkes (Minutes), Anne Waite, Christine Watts, David Watts (Chairman), Robbie Winborn, David 
Wotton. 
 
Apologies:  
Angela Ainscough, Carole Box, Anne-Marie Curror, Lorna Gardner, Paula Hermes, David Leigh, Jacqui 
Leigh, Louise Thompson,  
 
AGENDA ITEM – 1.  APOLOGIES RECEIVED AND WELCOME  
1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Gerston Chapel for the use of their 
hall.  Apologies received were as listed above.  
 
AGENDA ITEM – 2.  DRAFT MINUTES OF THE LAST FORUM &  STEERING GROUP MEETING 
AND MATTERS ARISING:  
2.a. The draft minutes of the meeting held on 28 February 2019 were then agreed a true record. 
Proposed by Anne Waite and seconded by Peter Collis. 
 
2.b. Land Release Fund - Update:  
(i) Paignton NF had submitted a Freedom of Information request to Torbay Council on 7 Jan 19 and the 
Chairman had eventually received a reply on 19 Mar 19. This did not provide the information requested 
and simply stated: 
 
“I can confirm that we have received a response from the relevant department, however we are 
unhappy with what has been provided so we are looking into it further. I am sorry you have not had your 
response yet, we will endeavour to get it to you as soon as we can.” 
 
It was unanimously agreed that such a delay was unacceptable and was possibly a delaying tactic. It 
was further agreed that if the information was not forthcoming within the following 7 days then the 
matter should be referred to the Information Commissioner’s Office. 
 
2.c. Current Planning Applications:  
 

i) Conversion of Fernicombe Windmill (P/2019/0164  
This is a listed building and attention was especially drawn to the responses of two consultees together 
with on-screen information: 
 

• South West Water: 
“I refer to the above application and would advise that South West Water has no objection to subject to 
foul and surface Water drainage being kept separate – as the applicant states that surface water is to 
be connected to the public sewer full details of the proposed drainage needs to be provided as it is 
unacceptable to have this connected to the public foul or combined sewer.”  
 

• County Archaeologist: 
Submitted an objection based on the application’s negative impact on a heritage asset and its setting. 
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These were also the views of the meeting and it was unanimously agreed that a letter of objection be 
sent from the Forum to the L.P.A. 
 
(ii) Paignton Harbour Light Restaurant (P/2019/0237)  
Relevant photographs and development plans were displayed on screen. The balustrade to the east 
side of the building was noted as an addition to a listed building. The proposed development would be 
undertaken by St Austell Brewery. Concerns were expressed about the apparent ‘sitting out area’ and it 
was agreed that clarification should be sought, especially, as it seemed to cover the area occupied by 
fishing and trip boat kiosks, the covered walkway (part of the coastal footpath) and the promenade boat 
hoists. Additionally, it was agreed that clarification was needed on the siting of the building’s extractor 
fan.  There was no objection in principle to such development but it was requested that the Forum’s 
letter of support should also emphasise a request to retain the architectural feature of the current 
window shutters. 
 
(iii) Reserved Matters (Yannons Farm) by Barratt Homes (P /2019/0173) 
By way of letters to some local residents, Barratt Homes had recently advertised a community ‘drop in’ 
event at Paignton Community College (Waterleat site) on Thursday 4th April 2019 from 3:30pm – 7pm. 
Following discussion, the following serious concerns were listed: whether Barratt Homes had actually 
consulted with Paignton NF (despite their literature stating to the contrary), the proposed development 
being co-located so near to high voltage cables and an electricity sub-station, poor road access, the 
cumulative effect of transport on the road network in Yalberton Valley, unclear management 
arrangements in regard to the proposed attenuation ‘pond’, foul and surface water drainage and effect 
on the bio diversity of the area. DP agreed that because of the advertised short time-scale on the LPA 
website, a letter from the PNF would be acceptable to the LPA after the community drop-in session and 
the application closing date of 10 Apr 19 and that he would notify the Case Officer accordingly. It was 
also pointed out to DP that planning numbers associated with this application were proving impossible 
to trace e.g. P/2018/0977 and PP-07606068. 
 
2.d. The High Court Judgement on the challenge to the NP PF 
 
(i) The Chairman drew attention to the document (circulated prior to the meeting) which seemed to 
became contradictory from para 54 onwards and might be thought was ‘irrational and perverse’. DP 
also had reservations over the Judgement. Noting the outcome was recent, it was not yet known if the 
Judgement might be tested further in the Court of Appeal or could even be taken to the Supreme Court. 
Failing this, it was felt that the ambiguity surrounding the NPPF would continue as it was not a ‘Plan’  
and only a ‘material consideration’ that had not yet been the subject of environmental assessment as 
required for statutory plans. 
 
AGENDA ITEM – 3. PROJECT PLAN PROGRESS - NEIGHBOURH OOD PLAN -   
REFERENDUM 2 MAY 2019 
 
3.a. Following discussion between DW and DP, it was noted that the following documents had been 
finalised and published (both had been circulated prior to the meeting with details now on the PNF 
website): 
 

• Referendum Plan maps (Appendix 4) 

• Post examination HRA 
 
SM requested that the following documents also be put on to the PNF website: 
 

• The judgement on ‘Barratt Homes’ v Welsh Water. 

• The European Court Judgement on ‘People over Wind’. 

• Map of Little Blagdon (DP thought that this might already be published on the L.A. website). 
 
3.b. Notice of Referendum  
It was noted that the L.A. had now formally issued this Notice and that it follows a legislative template’ 
of words issued by Parliament. This notice can also be referred to on the PNF website. (A copy of the 
PNF Plan has already been placed in the Paignton Library & Information Centre). 
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3.c. Budget update and next steps  
(i) All grant money held by the Council on behalf of the Paignton Neighbourhood Forum had now been 
transferred to Forum’s Bank Account on the 25 March 2019. 
 
(ii) Grant money, up to the statutory limit discussed at the last meeting, can only be spent on informing 
voters on the content of plan and must not allude to the vote outcome sought. 
 
(iii) It was pointed out that no further Forum Meetings had been planned before the Referendum on 2 
May 19, however, the Chairman would contact volunteers regarding further planning for the referendum 
roll out programme within the next few days. 
 
Matters arising:  

•••• In answer to a question from the floor, DW explained that the Paignton Heritage Society had had to 
cancel the open event at Oldway Mansion on 6 & 7 Apr 19 because the L.A.had deemed the 
building to be unsafe for access by the public. The delay in this Risk Assessment was especially 
frustrating given the hours of preparation and commitment by over 104 volunteers. 

 

•••• Some L.A. staff had also expressed their dissatisfaction with this outcome as it had been hoped to 
use the event as a ‘guinea pig’ for other such open days at Oldway. It was thought that the Local 
Authority had about one year’s funding left for Oldway. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM – 4.  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  The date of the next meeting is Thu 9 May 19 at 
6.30pm in the Gerston Hall, Paignton with further dates agreed as: 
 
Thu 13 Jun 19 
Thu 18 Jul 19 
Thu 12 Sep 19 
Thu 17 Oct 19 
Thu 14 Nov 19 
Thu 12 Dec 19 
 
The meeting closed at 2035hrs. 


